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Faculty battles broken promises
You might have seen some
professors with pins stuck
to their shirts. Here's why.
STORY BY LOAN LE

ART BY VIN FERRER

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

CARTOONIST

On April 27, full-time faculty members
of Fairfield University expressed their
dissatisfaction towards the 2012-13
salary and benefits proposed by administration.
Benchmark not reached: The Uni-

Each year, the faculty negotiates the terms of their contract with
the administration. To finalize their
contracts, both teams agree to a
Memo of Understanding (MOU), a
statement that outlines the faculty
members' salary and benefits.
While they have a MOU for the
school year 2011-12, the Faculty Salary Committee (FSC), which engages
in talks about total compensation issues, could not negotiate a MOU for
2012-13 with administration.
Faculty members proposed at
last Friday's meeting that they disagree
with the administration's language in
their statement of agreement and that
they want FSC to continue working
towards a compensation beneficial
for the faculty. The faculty voted 185 in
favor of the two motions.
No objections were made.
Irene Mulvey, professor of mathematics and secretary of the General
Faculty, said of this result: "I cannot
remember a vote like that in my 27
years at Fairfield. This is an unprecedented show of faculty unity behind
protecting the reputation and quality
of Fairfield."
18-YEAR AGREEMENT BROKEN
Collegial discussions between
the faculty and the administration
began in October 2011 and were supposed to end in this March; however,
they have only resulted in frustration
and disagreement
According to the MOU of the
school year 2011-12, the administration promised to maintain the faculty's compensation rank at the 95th
percentile.
Established in 1994, this high
compensation is indicative of economic security, a means to protect
the faculty members working in one

of the most expensive towns in the
county. "It is an agreement that the
University will keep faculty compensation at or above an external benchmark," Mulvey said. "The benchmark
is the standard of our profession since
it compares our compensation with
other schools in our category."
However, when the Faculty Salary Committee met with the administration in February, "the administration announced its intent to abandon
this commitment to the 95th percentile which is incredibly important to
faculty," said Mulvey.
Rick DeWitt, current president
of Fairfield University's Faculty Welfare Committee (FWC)/AAUP, wrote
in a March 2012 newsletter, "The 95th
percentile is sacred to the faculty, and
if President insists on pushing this, the
situation at Fairfield may get ugly and
public at a time when we are trying to
recruit a class we are not sure we can
get"
Mulvey and her colleagues recognize that the decreased salaries and
budget will have a "negative impact
on the faculty we can hire which will
have a terrible effect on the education
we offer."
The FWC's Action Committee
encourages faculty members to respond to administration's decision
not to continue to engage in "collegial
discussions" with the FSC, according
to Jocelyn Boryczka who is co-chair of
Faculty Welfare Action Committee and
the incoming president of the Faculty
Welfare Committee for 2012-13.
In September 2009, the faculty
agreed to compromise with the administration by giving up benefit
protections in their health coverage,
retirement benefits, and more.
They were assured by the administration that they would maintain the
95th percentile.

versity is supposed to keep the salary
and benefits of the faculty at or above
the 95th percentile. This benchmark
compares Fairfield compensation with
that of other similar institutions that
support postbaccalaureate programs.

In 2010, President Jeffrey von
Arx, S.J. addressed members in a General Faculty meeting. He said: "The
fact that we have been steadfast in our
commitment to keep faculty compensation at or above the 95th percentile of the Carnegie IIA schools is the
strongest illustration of our support
for the faculty."
However, this support, according
to many faculty members, is no longer
being shown.
"It is our position that the discussions have not been transparent
and timely and that there has been
a marked unwillingness to cooperatively arrive at compromises," stated
Joseph Dennin, who is a professor of
mathematics and chair of FSC.
The administrative team responsible for these discussions consists of
Vice President for Finance Julie Dolan,
Senior Vice President for Academic
Affairs Fr. Paul Fitzgerald, S.J., and
Director of Human Resources Mark
Guglielmoni.
They've met with the FSC approximately 14 times this academic
year, according to Dolan.
ADMINISTRATION
Dolan reasserted the financial
difficulties that the University had
encountered and stated the administration's commitment to rectify the
problems.
"We are trying to control costs
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as much as possible and, at the same
time, are trying to keep our tuition
increases as low as possible," stated
Dolan in an email. "We recognize
that, ultimately, it is our students
and their families who are paying
for the wonderful education that our
students are receiving. We owe it to
them to make sure we continue to deliver that high quality education and
services and to make that education
affordable."
The current administration
proposal includes a decrease in the
University's contribution to retirement from 10 percent to 8 percent,
a decrease in the amount of Life Insurance coverage, and a 1 percent increase in salary.
"The Administration remains
committed to compensating the faculty well, both this coming year and
into the future," said Dolan.
The approval of the MOU must
come before the approval of the budget by the Board of Trustees.
THE FUTURE
Boryczka, Dennin, and other
faculty members remain steadfast in
their efforts to reach an agreement
with administration.
"Fairfield University's mission
is grounded in social justice, which
cannot be achieved when the door to
continued discussions is closed," said
Boryczka. "Faculty want that door

opened. We want to protect the quality education that Fairfield students
receive and to recruit and retain the
faculty who provide it"
Others hope that they will reach
an agreement for the sake of maintaining the academic integrity at Fairfield.
Peter Bayers, English professor
and a member of the FWC Action
Committee, said: "I have always been
proud of Fairfield University and
proud to be a faculty member here.
This pride is at risk."
Bayers believe that by disregarding the needs of professors who come
to teach at the University, administration also sacrifices the University's
status as a highly rated academic institution.
"The proposed change in the
University's commitment to the 95th
percentile and its proposed cuts to
faculty compensation will have reverberations for years to come, reverberations that will diminish Fairfield's
academic reputation," Bayers said.
He also notes that some are
ready to go and find other places for
their academic employment, if a satisfactory MOU cannot be met
Bayers noted: "[T]he proposed
changes are already having their effect—it makes me terribly sad to say
that I know dedicated faculty, including myself, who are already preparing
to investigate teaching opportunities elsewhere should the University
maintain its position."
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Fairfield's restaurants' ratings revealed
BY MARY KATE MCCOBMICK
STAFF WRITER

The health and safety of
customers is imperative for both
Fairfield restaurant owners and
county health officials. Regular
health inspections protect consumers from food related diseases, ensure employee and customer safety within a restaurant and
overall ensure that Connecticut
health inspection codes are being
met.
After examining 16 of the restaurants most frequently visited
by Fairfield students, including
the campus dining hall and The
Stag, the conditions are not as
pristine as expected.
Although the inspection reports of all Connecticut restaurants are open to the public, very
few people decide to go to the
town hall in Fairfield and check
the scores for their favorite local
eateries.
Even fewer Fairfield citizens
file a report when they get sick
from restaurant dishes or see
something that is a clear violation. According to town records,
the majority of issues are discovered in routine inspections.
Highest Scoring
Restaurants Off-Campus
The cleanest places to eat
in Fairfield are by far restaurants
that primarily serve drinks.
The Starbucks in the new
Fairfield University Bookstore on
Post Road scored the highest in
its most recent inspection with
a 100/100 rating on January 4,
2012.
Although this could be because it is brand new, the trend
continues down the road at the
stand-alone Starbucks at 1740
Post Rd., scoring a 98/100 recently on March 26, 2012.
Employees at this Starbucks
noted that, "Cleaning constantly
throughout the day is key. If you
let a mess sit in the sink or on the
counters, it is hard to go back and
clean everything once the shop
gets busy."
Additionally,
Robeks
on
Black Rock Turnpike scored a
99/100, losing one point for mops
that were hanging to dry. The
Robeks on Post Road scored an-

other A with a 93/100.
Robeks employees practice
much of the same cleaning policy
as Starbucks, cleaning as they go
rather than leaving a huge mess
for the end of the day, although
employees admit, big messes can
happen when the store gets extremely busy.
On trend, the Dunkin' Donuts on Post scored a 99/100, one
of the highest restaurants in this
sampled grouping.
How are they scored?
The vast majority of restaurants received passing grades.
Many of their minor infractions
add up to a grade that Fairfield
University would consider an A or
a B. Infractions are scaled from
one to four, four being the most
serious issues.
"While we do not use the
term 'failing,' when a food service
facility receives an inspection
score below 80 or receives one or
more 4-point violations, the facility is required to make the necessary corrections within two weeks
and then be re-inspected," stated
Director of the Fairfield Health
Department Sands Cleary.
He continued, saying, "Any
immediate public health threats
are resolved at the time of the initial inspection, as well as all fourpoint violations that can be are
resolved at that time." In some
cases, the higher-level violations
require equipment, plumbing or
electrical repairs which would
need to occur within the allotted
two-week period.
Problems involving "running water, electricity, issue [s]
with their method of waste water
disposal or if there is an infestation" are rare but would require
the restaurant's closure, according to Cleary. These issues are often related to storms, water main
breaks/repairs, sewer main blockages or the receipt of deliveries
of infested products or items, he
stated.
Infractions are based on a
scale of one to four; four being
the most serious infractions and
one infractions being the least
serious. All of the infractions are
added up and subtracted from
100 at the close of the inspection
and detailed information for each

Fairfield
University
goes green
BY MAGGIE ANDREW
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
AS
summer approaches,
campus gets a little greener every day. And through the efforts
of the recent Campus Sustainability Plan, green is here to
stay.

However, Dr. James Biardi,
an assistant professor of biology
and an active member of the
Campus Sustainability Committee (CSC), believes that the success of this plan is partially reliant on student involvement.
"As we come up with a final
draft, we are hoping to get input

The Levee scored 100 points for health/safety inspections, the highest number. Photos by Mary Kate McCormick/The Mirror

violation is on an attached sheet.
Inspections happen randomly but approximately every three
months, so restaurants are not
completely unaware of when an
inspection will occur.
Violations, however, are not
uncommon. Even more expensive restaurants in Fairfield are
not perfect, and according to the
local health department, most
home kitchens would not pass a
state mandated inspection.

stored on the handle of the oven.
Even on-campus eateries
have flaws, and according to Assistant Vice President for Student
Affairs Jim Fitzpatrick, "Any campus Sodexo facility can be perfect
364 days of the year, but one day
can change everything."

Restaurants to
Watch Out For
Pizza Palace on Black Rock
is famous for distributing menus
to students early in the year and
even attaches a menu to each order.
Despite excellent marketing,
Pizza Palace scored an 80/100 in
early March, requiring a re-inspection. This inspection resulted in an even lower score with a
75/100.
In the time between the two
inspections, Pizza Palace, now
re-named Padova, made no improvements. They got worse.
Their violations included
food containers stored on the
floor, food uncovered when
stored, unsanitary wiping cloths,
no soap or paper towels at the
employee hand sink and utensils

On-Campus Scores
When dining on-campus, the
choices are all A and B rated dining facilities.
In the most recent inspections at the end of February
2012, Fairfield's main dining hall,
the dining facility in the Dolan
School of Business and Jazzman's
all scored As and The Stag came
in with a B.
Fitzpatrick noted that although The Stag scored a bit lower than the others with an 87/100,
he is glad that all infractions were
caught because for him and all of
the other administrators, student
safety is the most important concern when it comes to health and
safety inspections.
He went on to state that it
would be "impossible to prepare
for an inspection" and that he
"would never want to be tipped
off and know when the inspector
was coming" because that would
defeat the purpose of a thorough
and accurate investigation.

from many students ... many
come to Fairfield who were involved in [environmental issues] in high school or other
community engagement efforts,
and we're hoping to capitalize
on some of their stories to get
new ideas," he says.
As part of our commitment
to becoming more environmentally friendly, Fr. Jeffrey von Arx
S.J. signed the American College
& University Presidents Climate
Commitment
(ACUPCC)
in
2008. The website of this initiative states, "This pledge commits
their institutions to neutralizing
greenhouse gas emissions and
accelerating higher education's
research and educational efforts
to equip society to re-stabilize
the earth's climate."

This resulted in the formation of a Campus Sustainability Plan, which is focused on
setting and achieving certain
goals across campus. Different
subcommittees were formed
to figure out ways that Fairfield
can make changes in areas such
as campus operations, energy,
building design and construction, waste management, land
and water management, education and engagement, finance
and administration.
Although Fairfield did boast
environmentally friendly features before von Arx signed this
plan, Biardi says that one of the
benefits of this formalized process is that it allows the school
to "bring all these together and
coalesce their efforts to make a

When it comes to health and
safety, The Office of Student Affairs states, "there cannot be any
compromise." This means that
student needs must be completely taken into account at all times,
especially when dealing with potential health risks.
Bryan Davis, General Manager for Fairfield University dining
services, also noted that-Sodexo
is among the most widely used
catering companies worldwide.
Like Fitzpatrick, he echoed
the notion that one day of mistakes can impact the health ratings for the university. He said:
"Yesterday does not matter for
health and safety. It only matters
when it comes to today."

Food
Establishment
Scores
Starbucks (Faifield Bookstore): 100/100
Robeks: 99/100
Starbucks (1740 Post Rd.):
98/ 100
Firehouse Deli: 91/100
The Stag Snack Bar: 87/100

university-wide initiative surrounding sustainability."
Some of our already established efforts include the Jesuit
Residence, which was built according to LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) guidelines. Other buildings on campus have also incorporated some of these features.
The University Cogeneration
Plant, which provides electricity across campus, has won EPA
awards, and thanks to recent
efforts, the University has been
climbing in other environmental rankings.
A draft of the Administration section of the Campus
Sustainability Plan states that:
SUSTAINABILITY
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Campus Crime Beat
Tuesday, April 24
9:30 a.m.
A Winter Bros. Waste Removal truck hit a light pole in
the Kelley Center parking lot and knocked it over. The
pole cost about $2,500.

5:12 p.m.
A student driving near Canisius Hall drove their
car over a curb and snapped a stop sign.
6:55 p.m.
Fairfield Fire Department responded to 47 Mahan Rd. when an oven
in an apartment caught fire. The
students were cooking and extinguished the fire before DPS
arrived.

3:03 p.m.
A candle in a Dolan Hall apartment
ignited a pillow. A student doused
the flame before DPS arrived at
the scene.
Wednesday, April 25
3:06 a.m.
A Regis Hall window screen was
ripped out. No suspects have
been identified. A work order
was placed for repair.

Saturday, April 28
12:35 a.m.
A 60 gallon trash can was
thrown from a second floor men's
room in Regis Hall.
Sunday, April 29
12:47 a.m.
Two students were referred to Student Conduct after an altercation near
the Townhouses.

Thursday, April 26
4:37 p.m.
A student in Jogues Hall was arrested for a drug violation.
Friday, April 27
5:11 p.m.
A fire was reported in the woods on the
west side of Kostka Hall. A student's lit
cigarette was found to have ignited mulch
area, which started the fire.

in the

8:50 p.m.
A Samsung Galaxy smartphone was stolen
from where it was left on the path between Gonzaga
and Regis Halls. The phone is valued to be worth from
$500 to $600.

If you information about any of these incidents, please contact the Department of Public Safety.

V

Wednesday, May 2
A BBQ on the Quad will be
hosted by Res Life, IRHA
andRCCfrom4p.m.-7
p.m. There will be tie dye,
henna, a water balloon toss,
capture the flag and other
activities.
Saturday, May 5
Cinefest will be held in
the Quick Center starting
at 6 p.m. Come watch a
selection of films created
by Fairfield students.
Admission is free!
Saturday, May 5
The Bensonians will
perform pop and classical
tunes at 7 p.m. in the
GonzagaAuditorium.
Sunday, May 6
The last student mass of
the semester at 9 p.m.
will feature a goodbye
to Fr. Doody with Super
Duper Weenies, ice cream.
and entertainment on the
Chapel plaza after mass.

Mirror Meeting- 7:00 p.m.
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Lack of communication with commuters
BY NICOLETTA RICHARDSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Some Fairfield University students who have no other choice
but to commute are feeling the
long-term affects of isolation,
even though they have "many
opportunities that the University
provides," according to the Fairfield University commuters Web
page.
These opportunities consist
of a commuter lounge located in
the corner of the lower level BCC,
a single locker to keep books and
personal items, an off-campus
shuttle service that is also available for on-campus students and
parking available in three parking
lots.
While students living on
campus are able to hang out with
friends, relax in their dorm rooms
and walk to classes in a matter of
minutes, commuters are figuring
out transportation situations, how
to fit studying time in between
classes and jobs and trying to find
ways to meet new people outside
the commuter lounge.
Among the many students
who had to deal with commuting to campus was Brian Gilligan
'14, who commuted his freshman
year and now lives on campus as a
sophomore.
"Last year I hated the school
because I was miserable between
classes, studying and home," said
Gilligan. "Meeting new people
was a big issue too, since it was
hard to meet Fairfield students
outside of class."
Gilligan said the reason for
commuting freshmen year was
that his dad decided being a commuter would be the best temporary choice since both his older
brother and sister received poor
grades their first year at college.
Also, his dad did not want Gilligan
to pay for room and board since
he lives 15 minutes away in Trum-

Nick DiFazio/The Mirror

Commuters gather in the BCC between classes, where they are provided with a lounge and lockers.

bull, CT.
The grades Gilligan received
his first year convinced his father
to let him live on campus this year.
"I am happy with my decision because I met a lot of people, but my
grades have been suffering because I'm constantly surrounded
by people. Despite the bad grades
though, it was definitely worth it,"
said Gilligan.
The best advice for commuters is to get involved on campus
any way you could, said Gilligan.
Dawn Debias, assistant dean of
the college of Arts and Sciences
and the main academic advisor
for some commuter students, sees
that commuters are struggling
with having time to even be on
campus.
"Usually commuters have
jobs, family and caretaking responsibilities for younger siblings

or incoming responsibilities," said
Debiase. "In my experience, commuters just have a more complicated life in some ways than students who have the privilege of
living on campus."
Commuters also have transportation issues quite frequently
and have trouble getting to class
on time or even getting to campus
at all, according to Debaise.
"I know that we do have a
student commuter lounge in the
BCC, and I know that we have activities geared toward commuters,
but I think it would be harder to
be in the community at Fairfield
regardless," said Debais. "To have
the privilege of living here, I think
you automatically have advantages that commuters don't have.
The new commuter lounge is
considered a place to "hang out,
get some work done, and interact

with other commuter students attending Fairfield University," according to the Fairfield University
website. The commuter lounge is
advertised as a substitute living
arrangement, but commuters do
not feel that way.
The introduction of the commuter club, made by commuters themselves, is a step towards
integrating commuters into the
Fairfield community. Welcoming
all members, the commuter club
focuses on making students feel
more at home by meeting together
in the campus center. This group
also serves as a support group.
Attending on-campus events
can be a way for commuters to
meet students who live at Fairfield. However, according to FUSA
Programmer Laura Ballanco '14,
getting commuters involved on
campus is difficult. Commuters

are frequently left out of Fairfield
University events and activities,
preventing them from becoming a
part of the community.
"We have events usually on
Friday and Saturday nights, and
we advertise them primarily in the
dorms," said Ballanco. "It doesn't
reach the commuters, and I agree
that we should start being more
'commuter-friendly.'"
Natalie Sciortino lived on
campus first semester. Due to
personal issues, she is now commuting. "I definitely like having
my car back, but the thing I like
least about being a commuter is
limited interaction with friends,"
said Sciortino.
"It's a plus having a car on
campus and getting parking spots
easily," said Brian Good '14. "But
going back home at night is sometimes hard if I don't feel like driving. And once students hear 'commuter,' they look down on us. It's
a mentality."
Although faced with issues
that prevent them from staying
on campus and socializing, commuters are highly encouraged to
participate in school activities.
According to Debias, becoming
involved may not be the issue.
"One of the university's missions is to integrate living and
learning, so ... we want as many
students living on campus as possible," said Debiase. "But certainly
with the students who don't have
the choice to live on campus, we
want to have them involved as
much as possible, too, despite
their personal complications."
Although Gilligan is no longer a commuter, he is concerned
about the future of commuters on
campus. "It's all about miscommunication," said Gilligan, but
then thought about his response
and reworded his phrase. "Actually, the word isn't miscommunication. It's just that there is no
communication."

Campus sustainabilityplan seeks input
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

3

"There are no full-time positions entirely devoted to sustainability. Some sustainability
functions are integrated into job
descriptions, others depend on
individual passions ... advances
have arisen from the dedication
of students, staff, and faculty individual initiative." However, the
plan expresses the hope to hire
a full-time Campus Sustainability Coordinator in the next two
to five years.
Currently, faculty and staff
participation is varied and includes Biology professors such
as Biardi to Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs, Jim Fitzpatrick and Director for Residence Life, Ophelie Rowe-Allen.
However, student involvement
has primarily arisen from groups
such as LEAF and FUSA.
Sophomore Arturo Jaras
Watts, a member of LEAF who
has become involved in the
student engagement and waste
subcommittees of the Campus
Sustainability Committee, be-

lieves that increased student
involvement is essential to the
success of this program.
"I think these attempts to
become more environmentally

"The students will
need to increase
their own efforts
and interest in sustainability for FU
to become a truly
sustainable place. '-Arturo Jaras Watts
friendly are very important, and
that F.U. should, in some ways,
lead its students by setting a
fantastic and sustainable example. Still, F.U. is composed of
and for its students and the students will also need to increase
their own efforts and interest in
sustainability for F.U. to become
a truly sustainable place," he
said.

Jaras Watts' subcommittees,
in particular, are dependent on
student awareness of and dedication to environmental issues.
The waste subcommittee strives
to bring attention to the amount
of waste produced by students
and to encourage recycling.
The sustainability efforts
emphasized by the student engagement subcommittee include the "aim to educate students to motivate them to take
shorter showers, avoid driving
when possible, reduce the use
of electricity, heating and cooling energy and pursue various
other sustainable behaviors."
Biardi agrees that student
participation is necessary for
the continued development of
the Campus Sustainability Plan,
as they work on completing a final draft for next year. The faculty or staff in charge of each
subcommittee is "open to receiving input on what we can do
better. These meetings are open
to all of the campus community,
Danlca Ceballos/The Mirror
and we're happy to have people
The CUF's machinery provides recycled heat and power to campus buildings.
come and participate."
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"Working at The Mirror had a great affect on me throughout my
senior year. Being in a leadership position as a section editor taught
me a lot about responsibility and how to manage people (whether
they were close friends or strangers). Compiling the preview basketball section was a monumental task that took a lot of time and dedication, but could not have been more worth it. Building relationships
with people, whether they were on The Mirror staff or athletes, helped
me grow as a journalist over the course of the year. And I can't go without mentioning the journey to Springfield, MA to cover the Fairfield
basketball teams at the MAAC Tournament, which was an unforgettable weekend to say the least. Working at the Mirror had it's moments
of stress, but it was certainly a great experience that I'll never forget.
HUHU."
Eric Bernsen, former Sports Editor (was also Asst. Sports Editor)
"The Mirror has allowed me to become more comfortable with
pitching story ideas and I have met some of the greatest and funniest
people. It has made me extremely excited to go into the field of journalism. :)"
Charlotte Adinolfi, former Managing Editor

"What can I say about The Mirror? It's one of the organizations
on campus I most identify with. I've been involved since I was a baby
freshman—and look where I ended up! I'm so grateful for the family that was The Mirror (both past and present staffers) and I enjoyed
helping rebuild the publication's reputation. It was a great chance to
learn about myself as a person, a writer and a leader. Thanks for the
memories everyone—I love you all and am proud of you all; keep up
the good work, stay classy and #PartyLikeAJournalist."

Thank you to our
"The Mirror was both the highlight and the bane of my Fairfield
experience - but essentially just the best thing I did in my four years
here. Working for the paper taught me how to investigate big stories,
stay awake until dawn and still catch Bernsen's "Septermbrr" misspellings, rewrite song lyrics ("wake up in the morning feeling like..."),
craft a clever editorial and vent my frustrations to an entire campus,
befriend administrators (sometimes), and appreciate a good Tom
Collins...like a boss. I could never have asked for a better staff to be
with until 3 AM every Tuesday! Shoutout to the Top Two, Dr.Simon
and Dr.Xie! Thanks for the best 4 years!"

seniors.
You made us into
better writers, editors

Gabriella Tutino, former Executive Editor (was a staff writer, the Asst. Entertainment Editor, and a temporary editor of the
Vine)

and people.

Je hope you all end

Mikaela Tierney, former Editor-in-Chief (was also Sports Editor, News Editor, Features Editor, Asst. News Editor)

up doing what you
love to do. Never
"How has The Mirror
changed me and helped me
grown at Fairfield: By allowing me to write strong reviews,
work with amazing teams, and
hearing back from readers it's
help me solidify my plans and
know that I want to work in the
business and make amazing
projects. Thanks Mirror Family!"

forget The Mirror and
our lovely Tuesday
nights.
"I am hoping to land a job with a major Madison Avenue
fine art gallery, still waiting to hear back for sure. Looking to
go into the art dealing business. I am really excited for next
year's staff, I think 2012-2013 is going to be a great year in Mirror history!"

Rock on and
#partylikeajournalist.

Amber Nowak, former Chief Copy Editor (was also Assoc. News Editor)

Annemarie Veira, former staff writer for the Vine

2012-13 Mirror Staff

I
1 '"

"It's given me the means
to express myself in ways I
never thought possible. It's
given me the opportunity to
immerse myself in the Fairfield Athletic culture and
really feel like I'm a part of
the game. It's allowed me to
make relationships that I will
always cherish, and I"ll miss
The Mirror dearly HUHU."
John Tessitore, former
Asst. Sports Editor
"Before The Mirror, I was lost."
Alex Gonzalez, former Media Editor

Special thanks to Ivey Speight, Mary
Kate McCormick, Tom McKiver, and Joey
D'Alessio.
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Promises to be Kept
Actions speak louder than words.
This platitude applies to almost any situation in life, but
especially those in which a commitment is made. Why?
Because believing a promise based on words alone usually
ends up in a "too good to be true" situation being just that.
Our administration proved this point recentiy in their
debacle with the faculty over a promise made in times past.
More background can be found on the front page.
You've might have wondered why some of your professors were wearing maroon-colored pins. You might have
thought they were supporting a decorative fad. However,
your professors are actually calling for more discussion
about their salaries and budgets.
The University, in previous years, had an attractive salary package. People wanted to teach here because they
thought they'd be taken care of.
Now, however, with recent changes in the budget
and that $6.1 million deficit that's been a shadow on the
University's light, some faculty members are looking into
other places for employment. They are so dissatisfied with
the administration's handling of their compensation that
they're willing to leave Fairfield.
We appreciate how faculty wants to also defend the
students from the change in budget. Yes, faculty members worry about their benefits and how their life will be
affected by changes in their salaries. But some, like Dr.
Jocelyn Boryczka, want to "protect the quality education
that Fairfield students receive and to recruit and retain the
faculty who provide it." If the best of the professors don't
want to come to the University because of the budget, then
the school will be losing bright professors who could have
changed students' lives.
The administration better hold on tight and change what
they can to mollify the faculty's worries or else the foundation of the school - the academics - will fall through.
And for us students? We live amidst a sea of promises
that the University is committed to keeping the Fairfield
experience as cheap as possible, despite steady tuition
increases. Are we to trust your promises, both in this light
and every other facet concerning our hard-earned tuition
money?
Your actions speak louder than your words. If you can't
keep a promise to your faculty, how can you expect us to
believe you will honor anything else you have said?

Thumbs Up/lhumbs Down
• Cinefest on Saturday.
• The school year is over
in less than 2 weeks.
• Both Men's and Women's Tennis won the
MAAC.
• Senior Week is almost
here!

• Fairfield Police were
stricter than usual for
Clam Jam.
• There are finals on
Cinco de Mayo this
year.

Vin Ferrer/The Mirror

Have an opinion aboutyour time at Fairfield? Let us know!
Have an opinion aboutsomethingelse ? Send usyour thoughts to opinion@fairfieldmirror.com

The best four years of your life
BY MARY KATE MCCORMICK
STAFF WRITER

Looking Back:
Three weeks from graduation
and these past four years at Fairfield seem to have passed by in an
instant. Freshman move in day is as
clear in my memory as the events of
Clam Jam and Mock Wedding these
past two weekends.
A word to the wise for underclassmen: make the most of your
time at Fairfield because before you
know it you will be picking up your
cap and gown and applying for jobs
and graduate school.
College is technically about
getting a degree, but the lessons
you will learn outside of the classroom prove to be the most useful
and memorable when looking back
at the last four years. At least this is
true for me.
Here is a little about what I've
learned: You will meet lifelong
friends at Fairfield.
You may not realize it now, but
the people who sat next to you in
orientation or lived next door to you
in Jogues Hall and took that boring core class with you will become
some of your best friends. When
I was a freshman, myself and two
girls who lived on my floor and we
instantly bonded. Now I am sharing
a beach house with the two of them.
Put yourself out there and don't be

afraid to introduce yourself to everyone. Not everyone will be kind,
but the ones who are will quickly
become roommates, suite mates
and neighbors in the townhouses. I
came in knowing no one and while
it was not easy at first, once you find
your niche at Fairfield, everything
becomes simpler.
Classes are hard, but teachers are always available to help.
Especially in core/required
classes, help is always available. As
an English major I always avoided science classes at all cost and
thought that after high school I
would be finished, but of course this
was not the case. Fairfield professors are concerned with grades of
course, but sometimes being going to office hours and letting them
know that you are not an expert but
will put in a lot of effort will count
when final grades roll around.
Everything will not be perfect
Transitioning into college is not
simple and issues like living with a
strange roommate or showering in a
public bathroom or taking a terrible
core class are not comfortable for
everyone. You will most likely fight
with roommates, oversleep class,
disagree with professors and fail a
test or two but in the end, none of
that matters.
There are plenty of ways to
have fun and still stay out of trouble.

Honestiy, you have to be pretty
dumb to get in trouble with Public
Safety. We all know what can go
on in college and unless your are
loudly shouting "CHUG! CHUG!"
or blasting the song "Shots" from
your dorm room, you are not likely
get into trouble. Fairfield officials
will not both you unless you are being stupid. The same goes for beach
living. Unless you decide to fight
a bouncer at The Grape or stagger
with an open container in front of a
police officer, it is pretty difficult to
get in trouble.
On-campus housing rooms
get bigger as you get older.
My freshman room was so
small that our mini-fridge barely fit
between our beds. But my sophomore room was spacious and had
huge windows and my townhouse
as a junior had more than enough
room for five girls. The secret about
Fairfield housing is that it gets better
with age.
Utilize extra help resources.
Lesser-known resources like
free math tutoring, writing workshops, RCADE and paper editing
and other peer-to-peer learning resources can be key to doing well in a
class. It's hard to flunk if you put in
even the slightest effort.
Upperclassmen are not the
FOUR YEARS

I PAGE 9

NOTABLE AND QUOTABLE:

• Underclassmen made
their way onto the beach
for Clam Jam despite the
security.

• This is the last issue of
The Mirror.

"I have always been proud ofFairfield University and
proud to be a faculty member here. This pride is at risk."

• Today is the last day of
cla

• Baseball lost against
CCSU 7-2.

- Peter Bayers, English professor and member of the FWC Action
Committee, "Faculty battle broken promises" pg. 1.

• Seniors are almost
done with their four
years at Fairfield.
.
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Did you manage to jam out with your clam out?
How Fairfield's long-anticipated Clam Jam held up in 2012
BY MEGAN FORBES
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Of course this past Saturday
was one of the most anticipated
days of the year for us Stags.
Clam Jam 2012, a piece of a
long-lived tradition to kick off the
summer for Fairfield, faced some
obstacles this year that made it
more difficult for students to get to
the biggest beach party this time
around.

How about
those green, plastic bracelets? Dis■ tributed only to beach residents,
these trinkets made it difficult
for non-beach residents to spend
their day with their friends ^n the
beach.
Many students stopped by
our local 16 Handles shop
on Post Road to buy similar
green bracelets that did not
have the same lettering as the
ones given out for the Point.
Although these fake Point bracelets worked for some people to get
to the party, many students were
turned down by security and police, claiming that they forgot their
wristband, or their friend in one of
the houses had their bracelet.
Although students weren't too

pleased with the extra precautions
that were taken by Fairfield Police,
security, and the Fairfield Beach
Residents Association, the authorities were definitely
pleased with the outcome
of this year's bash.
The president of the
Fairfield Beach Resident
Association, Paige Herman, said in a report to
the Fairfield Citizen that
they "couldn't be happier
with the actions Lantern point

[took] this year." Even though dozens of people got into trouble with
the authorities for not respecting
an open container policy, only two
students were taken to the hospital
for intoxication.
But, I mean, we all did what

we have to do to get to this party.
Come on, we weren't going to miss
Clam Jam for not

having a plastic green
bracelet. Whether it was going under a chained gate, o r
hopping a fence, we made
it in, and jammed out on
the most fun day of the year
for Fairfield Stags.
The festivities started earlier
this year than in years past, with
the idea that the earlier we all get
to the Point, the harder it would be
for security to stop us from partying.
The Fairfield Beach Residents
Association said that parties began

around 8:30 a.m. in the morning,
and by 10:00 a.m., 250 people
were already at Lantern
Point. The breezy weather
didn't stop anyone. Although in past years,
the weather has
been much warmer than 't was
on Saturday, it
didn't prevent
anyone that
I
know

Vin Ferrer/The Mirror

from wearing our new summer
tank tops and sun dresses. The sun
was shining, and once you got into
the crowd, the body heat, or rather,
beer blankets, really warmed us up
when the wind and breezes off the

Sound left us chilled.
So, how does Clam
Jam 2012 compare to last
year? Kelly Flynn' 14 talks about
her experience of Clam Jam. "I
think it was a really good effort on
security's part this year, but after
hopping three fences, I still made
it in without a wristband and
had a good time. I'm saving
the green band I found
on the floor for next
year's Clam
Jam, just in

case." Sophomore
Marco Raffaelli says
that Clam Jam was
"fun" while being "very
contained" and also knew a lot
of people that couldn't get in
because of the tight security. Many
students did not think that Fairfield Police and FBRA did as much
as they hoped to dp to contain the
festivities of the Stags.
We can't predict the future, but
we can only hope thatsecurity won't
become even tighter for next year's
Clam Jam. Only a few more months
until we get to experience the Fairfield Beach fun again as Stags in
2013!
I'm already counting down.

How to live the best four years of your life at Fairfield
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

8

enemy.
I remember being terrified of
upperclassmen when I starting at
Fairfield, but now that I am a senior,
I can't figure out why. If you need
directions around campus or get
stranded by the town shuttle, upperclassmen are here to help. We
have all been the new kids and want
to make you feel like part the group.
Join clubs and get involved.
The easiest way to meet new
people is by joining a sport (intramural, club or varsity) or club on
campus. Here you will meet upperclassmen, as well as people living
who you might not be exposed to
and even better may score you an
invite to beach parties.
Build your resume early.
The worst feeling is looking
back at your college experience and
wishing that you did more volunteer work, ran for class office or took
more classes specific to your major.
Preparing for the post college world
starts your first day at Fairfield.
From experience, it is difficult to
play catch-up once you are a junior
or senior.
Apply for an internship.
One of the best things that I
did at Fairfield was a for-credit in-

ternship, three days a week during
my whole senior year. Working in
New York City especially allows
you to network and form relationships with people who can help you
find a job after graduation and who
can teach you a lot about practical
application in your field of study.
Learning how to commute and time
manage is something that I am extremely grateful for.
Study Abroad.
Even if you have to take out
a loan, study abroad! In the fall of
my junior year, I spent just over four
months at Regent's College London,
a picturesque university located
in the center of one of the Queen's
royal parks. While abroad I traveled to Paris, Dublin, Vatican City,
Rome, Florence, Cinque Terre, Venice and Ljubljana with new friends
that I met in London. I even traveled solo to Munich, Vienna and
Prague as an experiment of my own
independence and ability to adapt
to a foreign country. Let's face it,
there may not be any other time in
your life where traveling to another
country every weekend is acceptable or feasible, why not do it while
earning your degree. Additionally,
the friends that I made abroad are
now among the people that I love
the most. Bonds made while trav-

eling through foreign territory are
formed quicker and last longer than
those formed on campus.
Live at the beach.
After living on Lantern Point
this entire year, I can absolutely recommend senior life at the beach - it
is just not the same experience as
living on campus. Traditions like
Oktoberfest, Powderpuff Football,
Beer Olympics, Mock Wedding and
Clam Jam- to name a few - are above
and beyond the experiences of senior students at other universities.
Not to mention that there is a deli,
liquor store and bar within walking
distance of my house, which never
hurts.
Don't sweat the small stuff,
because when you are about to
graduate, none of that matters.
So what if you got a 'C in calculus or got written up that one time?
When you look back, none of that
matters anymore. Remember the
great times with new friends, endless Halloween celebrations, long
walks home from the beach, Clam
Jams and the times that make going
to Fairfield unique.
In case you are not sure where
to start to make the most out of your
time at Fairfield here is a comprehensive bucket list.

TOP 25 THINGS TO DO AT FAIRFIELD
BEFORE YOU GRADUATE
As a senior at Fairfield, I have
checked off most of the items on
niy college bucket list. Here are a
few that yoifMUST do as a true Fa
irfieldStag.
l.Ride the stag statue in the center of campus. And definitely get a
picture of of it
2. Walk back to campus from a
beach party.
3.Walk on the path near Bellermine and you will be able to see a
beautiful view of the Long Island
Sound at the top of the hill.
4. Attend the infamous Clam Jamalthough the Town of Fairfield will
try to stop you.
5. Know that about ten dorm windows on the second floor of Loyola Hall lead directly onto the roof
above the common room- just
saying.
6. Take the train from Fairfield into
NYC and New Haven and South
Norwalk - it will never disappoint.
7. Go to a basketball game at Harbor Yard.
8. Attend a concert in Alumni
Hall.
9. Crash a party.
10. Go way over the1 top when
dressing up for Halloween... four

nights in a row.
11. Experience the Seagrape Bar
12. STUDY ABROAD!
13. Take a new language- don't the
same one you took in high school.
14. Sleep out in the quad on a hot
night or out on the beach as a senior.
15. Sneak onto the turf lax field
and watch a meteor shower.
16. Find the secret staircase in
BNW that leads to the roof.
17. Throw a theme parry- togas are
my favorite.
18. Outsmart your RA.-1 once hid
in a closet during a write up.
19. Pull an all-nighter.
20. Go to Firehouse Deli.
21. Make Pinkberry deliver to
campus.
22. Visit the secret garden behind
the faculty lot in CNS.
23. Skip class to go to Penfield
Beach on the first hot day of spring
semester.
24. Live at the beach your senior
year.
25. Dance all night at the Levee.
Make unforgettable memories! Before you know it, you will
be almost a graduate.

The Vine
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IT'S A BIRD, IT'S A

NO,
BY NICOLETTA RICHARDSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

lat does a 1920sthemed music video,
a documentary on a
child with Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, and a narrative
film about a sisterly bond have
in common? These short films
are all being featured at Fairfield
University's annual Cinefest film
festival, taking place this Saturday.
Since 2005, the University
has put on Cinefest, which showcases documentaries, narratives
and music videos made by students in the New Media department. Film, television and radio
majors work hard throughout the
year on films to be showcased at
Cinefest.
Not only do the students
participate in the festival to pub-

MATTHEW WOOLLEY:
"My project is actually a
commercial for Campus Ministry
Immersion Programs. The spot
encourages student involvement
in Campus Ministry service trips
and highlights the positive impact this experience can have on
the lives of both University participants and those they help."

THE LINCOLN
DIVISION"
ALEX LEWANDOWSKI:
"It is a project made in my
senior capstone class over a period of one year. Through the
narrative, I try to explore ideas of
faith, asking the question, 'How
does one believe in God without any concrete proof?' This is
a question that's very personal to
me. This idea is explored through
a faux-documentary about a covert government program using
ghosts."

1

TIME

VICTORIA CLOUGHER:
"I began developing my
capstone script last summer and
continued working on it during
the fall semester. This is the first
time that I have both written and
directed a piece, and I couldn't be
happier with the results.
What I finally ended up with
is actually a compilation of three
different ideas into one. My film
is a period piece, set in the late
1920's and early 1930's (featuring Fairfield University's very
own Bellarmine Mansion!). This
piece is a bit unusual because it
contains experimental elements
mixed with a narrative storyline.
A young woman must breakdown
and overcome the barriers within
her mind to move on from a past
experience. The film takes place
in a lot of different and exciting

PLANE-

IT'S

licly show their hard work to an
audience, but also to win awards
in categories such as cinematography, directing, editing and
sound design. The faculty members who judge the films are from
the New Media Department as
well as other university staff.
"There are awards, a red
carpet and everything," said film
major Eve Seiter '14, who was
the stage manager for Cinefest
last year and will be again for
Saturday. "It's just like being at a
real film festival, but for Fairfield
University students. I went to
the Sundance Film Festival this
past year in Utah, and it was surprisingly similar."
Last year's theme for Cinefest was Lights, Camera, Action!,
and Seiter said that a lot of people had attended it. The theme
this year is Superheroes, and a
large turnout is expected as well.
"We have so many differ-

ent types of films this year," said
Maria Vlahos '12, who produced
her senior capstone for the festival on Saturday. "We have
documentaries, short narratives,
experimentals, client videos,
music videos, animations - we
really have it all. There is something for everyone to watch and
enjoy."
Vlahos states that every
year, the films that are showcased at Cinefest improve due to
the increase in student creativity, as well as technology. With
the advancement in talent and
equipment comes an increase in
audience.
Back in 2008, an article
published in The Mirror called
"Cinefest: Is it time for change?"
dealt with the increase in audience for Cinefest. The location of
Cinefest changed from the Community Theater in Fairfield to the
Quick Center, due to not having

FROM THE CREATORS...
"JOIN AN
IMMERSION
PROGRAM"

Page 10

locations, and my biggest hope
is that everyone will come away
from it feeling something different."

"SUSPECTED?
COSTAS COSTANTA

THE CELERY
STALJC
SARA JANNETTY:
"My film is a short animation
narrated in a ryhming story telling fashion. It is about a mother
who sends her two little boys off to
school and then finds a note saying
one of them is making soup today.
His job is to bring in the celery. The
story then leads to a funny family
comedy about how [the mother]
tries to save the day and get the
boy his celery stalk so he won't be
upset about not bringing in his ingredient. This is based off a true life
story, and is one of my favorite stories my mother tells me. It always
makes me crack up at the end, but I
don't want to give it away."

"FAR AWAY
PLACES"
ALEX LEWANDOWSKJ:
'"Far Away Places' is a project I made in India and Tibet
China. It follows a teenage girl
as she explores different cultures and comes to some realizations."

"OUR
COMMUNITY/"
TOM SAPORITO:
"[The movie] is essentially
a family-friendly variety/sketch
comedy show. Before this idea, I
had some throw-away concepts of
talk shows (the one that I almost
made featured a tiny set that would
only get more stiflingly cramped as
the show continued), but I found
the idea to be too much like the set.
Thus, 'Our Community!' was born.
It features songs, sketches, poems,
drawings, wresding and hopefully
a ton of smiles."

"HEROES GET
REMEMBERED
BUT LEGENDS
NEVER DIP1
JOHN TESSITORE:
"It is a documentary that
takes the viewer on a journey
about the life of John Cleaver
Kelly, and we learn how one man
inspired a town, community and
everyone he met along the way,
ending the stigma of Obsessive
Compulsive Disorder."

TAKING THE
PLUNGE
ADAM POWERS:
"This was my final project
for directing class last semester.
The assignment involved taking a neutral scene and making
a story of it. My movie explores
that moment when flirting becomes something more, and
how cold the ocean is in midDecember."

"FROM A DEER
IN THE
HEADLIGHTS TO
A MIGHTY STAG"
IVEY SPEIGHT:
"Mine is about three Fairfield athletes and how they have
changed in college. Taryn Johnson,
Lauren Balmert and Jack Cleverley
each have had their own personal
experiences which have shaped
who they are today.
Johnson came in as immature
(as she called it), and Fairfield has
given her the opportunity to play
and hopefully go pro overseas
...Balmert was a star setter her first
two years of college (she had over
2,000 assists and placed 5th in
Fairfield history), then she lost her
starting job to an incoming freshman.
"Cleverley was hit by a drunk
driver in 2008 that almost killed
him. He was [pronounced] clinically dead twice. He worked hard
enough to get back and be named

enough seats for the increasing
amount of audience members.
Director of the New Media
program Fr. Jim Mayzik S.J., said
in the article that the attendance
had gone up in 2008 and caused
the 350-seat theater to fill up extremely quickly. At the time, the
Quick Center was being looked
at to occupy the increased audience, holding around 700 viewers.
Today, the Quick Center is
the home of Cinefest. The advanced technology located in
the theater improves the viewing
experience, enhancing the quality and making the films more
enjoyable to watch.
"Cinefest is a lot of fun, and
you get to meet film makers before-hand," said Maggie Andrew
'14, member of the Ham Channel who works at Cinefest. "Everyone gets dressed up and it's
exciting, whether you're a film
to the first team all-MAAC."

"PLAYDATB1
KATELYN COGHLAN:
"This movie is a heart-warming film about two childhood
friends, Maya and Jared, who
are happy with the relationship
they have, until Maya develops
a crush on her playmate. Unsure
of how to get his attention Maya
watches her older sister, Hannah,
before going out on a date and
constantly asks questions about
etiquette and activities. The next
day, Maya attempts to take Jared
on a "date," which causes tension between the two. Then [an
event]... forces them to work together and finally reassess what
they mean to each other."

"FASCINATED?
COSTAS COSTANTA

"ECHOES OF
HARLEM"
JON RIVERS:
"It is a biographical documentary on jazz musician and
later Catholic priest, Monsignor
John Sanders. He grew up in
Harlem, New York, in the early
1930s and would follow a path
as a jazz trombonist that would
lead him to perform with some
of the biggest names in 20th century American music. The documentary features interviews with
Msgr. Sanders who tells his story
in great detail, offering an important snapshot of American
life and culture during the mid
1900s. The documentary features pictures, archival film footage, and music that help to bring
this exciting era alive."

"LOVE
MONSTER"
MARIA VLAHOS

"YOU ALONE
ARE1 REAL TO
MB
DAVID NEVINS:
"This film is a short narrative
take on a very real event in the life

major or not."
"It's what we worked on all
year, and it doesn't matter if you
want to stay for a little bit or the
whole thing. It's free," said Seiter.
"Come support other students
and their hard work. It's like
you're really at a film festival."
The eighth annual Cinefest
Fairfield film festival will take
place this Saturday, May 5, at 6
p.m., at the Quick Center for the
Arts. Students within the film,
television and radio programs,
non-media majors, families and
friends are all welcome to attend
the festival, which is open to the
general public as well.
So come on out to the Quick
Center and support your fellow
peers and the films they have
worked hard on throughout the
school year.

of the German poet, Rainer. The
film is based on the real journals
kept by Rilke in 'Diaries of a Young
Poet,' as well as a number of other
poems written by him over his
lifetime. In 1898, Rainer and Lou
met at the Grand Hotel Zoppot
on the Northern coast of Poland,
but they got into an argument that
changed the nature of their relationship for the rest of their lives.
They still remained close friends,
but the romance from this point
on was gone.
Using other beliefs Rilke had
about self-worth and friendship,
I provide my version of the poet
with the chance to deny Lou's allure at this moment. Set in 2012,
the story features a frantic Rainer
waiting at the modern equivalent
of the Hotel Zoppot. I call this hotel 'Zoppot' like the one in Poland
and set it in the United States.
As he waits for Lou to meet him,
Rainer experiences a chain of
events in the hotel that remind
him what life is truly about."

"DIE BARKLEY"
ALEXANDER GONZALEZ:
"I'm the writer/lover/musical genius/director of 'Die Barkley.' It tells the tale of Richard
Barkley, a depressed baby-stroller designer who hasn't done
much with his life instead of
taking the advice of Montana, a
ghost, friend and his only confidant. As a "ghost," Montana often
suffers from sporadic visions of
the future and foresees Barkley's
imminent death. Fearing that
his story will go forgotten, Barkley asks Montana to help him
escape death. Montana's solution? Kill another man to satisfy
Death's hand.
I have put every ounce of
my soul into this movie, and I
hope you all enjoy...Thankyou to
everyone who was a part of making my crazy, dark, twisty fantasy
a reality!"
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Exclusive Interview: Neon Trees
listener.

BY GABRIELLA TUTINO
FORMER EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Neon Trees, the band behind the hit singles "Animal" and "1983," played
two shows in New York City two
weeks ago to celebrate the release
of their sophomore album "Picture
Show," which came out April 17
and sold almost 19,000 copies in
the first week, according to HitsDailyDouble.com.
"We were stoked to release the
record in NYC amongst so many
friends and great fans," said
Branden Campbell, the
band's bassist.
"Picture Show" is a
good album—catchy beats
like "Everybody Talks" are bal- 1
anced with slower songs such
as "Still Young." They've even
collaborated with the notable DJ
Kaskade for the track "Lessons in
Love." Fans won't be disappointed,
but they will notice that "Picture
Show" is lacking some of the edge
their first album "Habits" had.
The Mirror had a chance to interview Campbell about their newest album, musical inspirations and
the band's future. ■
The Mirror: What inspired
the motif behind "Picture Show?"
Branden Campbell: It comes
from the escape that cinema can offer to the viewer. We like to get lost
in movies and [be] transported to
another time and place. We know
that music offers that as well for the

TM:
Musically,
"Picture
Show" is more diverse than
"Habits," with a few more 'softer'
songs. Are you trying to expand
your music style—a synth/pop/
dance/rock sound—or change it
completely?
BC: Unbeknownst to lots of
people, we've always had
a broader sound.
We just

Photos Contributed by Island Def Jam

Neon Trees are back for their sophomore album "Picture Show," now available.

didn't ^^^^""
release
those
types of songs in
a major way. While we recorded
"Habits" in 2009, we self-released
a song called "She's To Blame" that
isn't unlike "Close To You." We
knew what we wanted "Habits" to
be and we rolled with it, knowing
we would eventually expand with
our future releases.

TM: I've noticed that
some songs have a super catchy
beat but dark lyrics, like "Sins of
My Youth" and "Hooray for Hollywood." Is that intentional?
BC: It's certainly intentional.
Tyler [Glenn, the lead singer] loves
creating juxtaposition in that way.
TM: How was playing SxSW
[South by Southwest]? What have
been your favorite experiences so
far?
BC: SxSW is always a good

QUICK
UUCKWUC®

LEASES
28 DAYS
BEFORE REDBOXi

Find out more information from
quicktlicksdvds.com

TM: What are Neon Trees'
plans for the future? Do you think
the four of you will keep making
music?

X

B ^M^

BC: Of course we hope to always make music together. The
plan is to keep touring and spreading the "Picture Show" songs with
the world and then make another
record. There is no rule or timeline
for us.
TM: Which bassist do you
feel you've been influenced by the
most? What music did you listen
NEON TREES

I ffSGE13

^t^
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time. We get to see so many friends
and bands and industry people
[who] have been supporting our
band from the beginning. A highlight is always the time we spend
with Allison Hagendorf from FUSE.
Also, this year I had a good backstage chat with Andrew W.K. regarding classical piano.

Junior Special

When you join Garden Catering's
new loyalty program... Nugget Points!
Enroll in any participating Garden Catering
location or online at gardencatering.net
2074 Black Rock Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825
Store Hours: 8am-8:30pm Mon-Sat, 9am-8pm Sunday
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Students find unconventional art inspiration
BY OLIVIA SNODDY
THE VINE ASSISTANT EDITOR

For two Fairfield University
art students, food and everyday objects are the greatest sources of artistic inspiration.
Nicole Namy's work titled
"Food for Thought" is currendy
on display in the Lukacs Gallery
of Loyola Hall. Six paintings, all oil
on canvas, depict various restaurant scenes.
Namy, who thinks of dinner as
a celebration and time to cherish
with family and friends, illustrates
several of her favorite restaurants
in New York City and Westchester
County such as Bar Pitti, Ippudo,
Park 143, Per Se and Rao's through
her paintings.
Each painting depicts one
scene of a restaurant or a place
of food. There seems to be a great
focus on the people in the scene
and what surrounds them as they
eat and interact with those nearby.
Many of the paintings are done
with only one or two colors, usually gray and black, but then has
an added shock of color to stress
a particular object or person.
Using color «,
to enhance the
scene,
Namy
incorporates
vibrant touches
of pinks, yellows and blues.
The contrast of
the color in the
scenes is intentional for what
Namy is hoping to convey: a
stress on dinner,
food and family
time.
A few of Namy's works, such
as "Rao's," "Per Se" and "Part
143," illustrate an outside view of

the restaurants, as if the viewer is
standing right in front of its doors,
or peaking through its window.
Both "Per Se" and "Rao's" depict
the large doors of the restaurants
as the focus of the piece, making
the viewer want to enter the picture and open the doors to experience the love within the restaurant.
"I like the idea of 'Food for
Thought,' the food representing
energy, and with energy comes a
more focused and intellectual way
of thinking," said Michael Franco
'13". "I connect to the drawings because I myself love food and how
my family's culture is brought together through food."
Namy's work makes viewers want to enter the restaurants
to taste their unique dishes and
engage in quality friend and family moments. The paintings convey her appreciation of food and
family and how the two are intertwined. With menus of her favorite restaurants hanging up in the
gallery, the display allows for the
Olivia Snoddy/The Mirror
viewer to understand Namy and Namy (left, top and bottom) and Rosito (right) show off their skills in their exhibits located in Loyola Hall.
her connection with "Food for
Thought."
ship to bring the material to life. their own way, they each bring a it struck me how you can make
Lauren The materials provide her inspi- needed character to the piece.
what we typically call thrash into
Rosito's "Trans- ration and in return she hopes to
Next to it, there is a tall black art," said Franco. "I was very imformation"
is reveal the materials in their truest sheet of paper, about eight to ten pressed."
on
exhibition form.
feet, covered with various pieces
For Rosito, the creation of her
down the hall
Each piece of art was carefully of cardboard and notebook paper works, through use of ordinary
from "Food for constructed out of everyday mate- with doodles. It was in this par- materials, is a form of meditation.
Thought" in the rial and either taped to the wall or ticular piece that the artist's work This is the greatest way she is able
Experimental mounted to paper and then placed came to life, for the viewer is able to connect with materials used
Gallery. Several on the wall. There were a few ob- to see her drawings and writing, on a daily basis, and she strived
pieces become jects made out of tissue paper or a something more concrete and un- to convey the same feeling to her
//
one with the type of thicker, light brown paper, derstandable than what first meets viewers through "Transformawall, as ordinary formed into an artistic demonstra- the eye.
tion."
materials
are tion.
Following that piece to the
With these pieces of art, evthis artist's cenOne piece in particular caught right is a collaged piece, bringing eryday materials that are often
tral focus.
the viewer's attention immediate- together bits of paper bags and disregarded come to life and stress
Using
ev- ly, when noticing how plastic bags aluminum foil, among other ma- their importance in the world.
eryday materi- were filled with cotton balls and terials, to create a striking demon- Rosito sees these materials as extraordinary, striving to deliver that
als such as Styrofoam, cardboard, blue tape and formed together to stration.
plastic bags and tape, among other create a large piece. Even though
"I thought the 'Transfor- message through her creations.
things, Rosito uses her craftsman- it is several bags, each created in mation' was different because

I like the idea of
'Food for Thought,'
the food representing energy, and with
energy comes a more
focused and intellectual way of thinking.

-Michael Franco '13

Meet TVs newest "Veep"
BY ANNEMARIE VEIRA
STAFF WRITER

Nowadays, we don't really know what goes on
within the politics of our
democratic society. We have
a pretty good idea that it
involves elected officials
meeting to talk about
various
important
topics that face the
American
public:
from environmental
issues, job issues,
foreign and domestic issues, etc.

But what really goes on behind closed doors? What are the
senators and their people like?
Are the people in power, and their
large staff like the everyday normal people?
According
to Armando
Iannucci
and Simon
Blackwell,
who
created
HBO's
new
series

"Veep," the people in power and
those around them are indeed just
like the average American, trying
to not screw up on the job.
The show stars Julia LouisDreyfus as Vice President Selina
Meyer. In the show, Meyer and
her entire team have to tackle the
responsibilities of being the Vice
President of the United States.
The show also stars Anna
Chlumsky ("My Girl") as Amy,
Selina's Chief of Staff who keeps
the entire merry-go-round going,
especially when Selina or fellow
staffer Gary encounter a problem.
Also sharing the screen with
Dreyfus is Reid Scott ("My
Boys"), who plays Dan, an
adopted member of the
team who was a former assistant to another member
of Congress.
In the first episode of
the series titled "FundraisVEEP I PAGE 14

Contributed Photo

Julia Louis-Dreyfus returns to television in a new political comedy on HBO.

The Mirror talks to
Neon Trees bassist
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

11

to growing up? Do you feel like
it's had any sort of impact on your
style?
BC: Bassist—John Entwistle,
Paul McCartney, Duff McKagan
and Rocco Prestia. Growing up I
was into Michael Jackson, Guns N'
Roses, Thompson Twins, Jane's Addiction, Bad Brains, Black Flag, Led
Zeppelin and The Jam. As for style,
I don't get too caught up on genre
and so-called rules. I love what's
real and raw. I find that equally
in Waylon Jennings or The Clash.
Though I never felt I was only allowed to be inspired by bassists.
I'm equally inspired by Bo Diddley,
Lucinda Williams and Keith Richards. Those peeps have mojo for
miles.
TM: What first got you into
music?
BC: I just knew I was always
supposed to do it, since I was six or
seven years old. At first I thought I

was going to play drums. I even had
a drum kit picked out in a JCPenney catalog. It said "Black Magic" in
bold letters on the front of the kick
drum. So naturally that would be
the band's name, right?
TM: What was it about Neon
Trees that attracted you to playing with them?
BC: It goes back to feeling raw
and real energy. There was something there, and I knew I wanted
to be a part of it and contribute my
own energy. Sounds so cosmic.

TM: Which is the song you
feel most connects with you on
"Picture Show?"
BC: "Weekend." We worked
on that song for three and a half
years before we felt it was right. We
were always urged to release it on
the last record and our gut told us
it wasn't ready. After Tyler revised
the vocal melody on the verses this
final time, we knew it belonged on
"Picture Show."

THE MIRROR | Week of May 2, 2012

The Vine

Page 14

Historical fantasy meets horror in "Raven"
BY ANN EM A KI E VEIRA
STAFF WRITER

This weekend marked the
opening of the film "The Raven," starring John Cusack as
the mad Edger Allen Poe.

The film opens with a frame saying Poe died on October 7,1849, after
being found wandering the streets of
Baltimore. The film implies that Poe
was found on a park bench, which is
the next thing viewers see.
True to fact, the opening frame

also makes us aware that Poe's last
few days prior to his demise have
been a mystery.
The next image we see is Poe
looking into the sky, as though he's
on death's door, before the movie
flashes back to three days earlier.

Photo Illustration

Barone recipe:
brownie sundae

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

When you finish with your
meal, do you and your
friends ever say, "Let's
go see what's for dessert," only to
be disappointed with the cherry

• Ingredients:

Assembly:
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* •

1 brownie or cookie
(whatever is available for
the day)
3 scoops of ice cream
(chocolate, vanilla and
strawberry are recommended)
Whipped cream
Chocolate syrup
Any kind of toppings:
rainbow sprinkles,
chocolate chips, etc.
1 banana

•

•
•
•

:

Put your brownie/cookie
in a small bowl and
warm up in microwave
for 30 seconds.
Choose three ice cream
flavors and add to bowl
(chocolate, vanilla and
strawberry is a good
combination!).
Add any extra toppings
or chocolate syrup.
Add whipped cream
from the waffle station.
Cut up a banana and put
on top of dessert.

another body is found, again murdered after another of Poe's works,
the killer leaves Poe a message.
The killer vows to have Emily returned alive, as long as Poe attempts
to figure out his identity and to write
about each of the murders in great
detail, blending it with fiction. Poe
must publish them in The Patriot,
and if anything is changed, Emily
will be killed.
From that simple instruction,
Fields identifies that the killer is obsessed with Poe in all possible ways.
Overall, the film was okay. It
had a fairly decent plot, but overall it
was very slow moving.
The look and feel of the film was
beautiful, but many of the murders
and the resulting aftermath were
much too gory, also not aiding the
pace of the film.
The interpretation of Poe was
interesting, and the story was something different, with a nod to the sort
of person Poe was as a writer, making
the gothic and inventing the murder
mystery.
The cast was a good fit, although
Cusack's performance of Poe was a
bit difficult to believe at first. After
the first quarter in, though, his performance strengthened.
Also, if you were expecting this
to be a biopic, you will obviously be
disappointed. However, it does attempt to explain some of Poe's behaviors.
If you can be open to a new interpretation of Poe's last few days,
you will enjoy the overall story, but
sticklers for facts might want to pass
over this film.

"Veep" finds the comedy in politics

cobbler, stale cookies and Jell-o
selections? Well, it's time to think
outside the box and make your own
creation that is almost as good as
Las Vetas' Brownie Explosion. Take
five minutes out of your Barone
Dining Hall experience and try this
new way of enjoying your dessert!

BY NICOLETTA RICHARDSON

At this time, Poe is heading
into a tavern, begging for a drink
of brandy. After the bar keep turns
him down, a frustrated Poe unravels
slighdy, dumping the last of his savings on the counter, only to still be
denied a drink because it barely covered his last bar tab.
Angering fellow patrons with his
various linguistic barbs, he's thrown
out onto the street.
While Poe is tossed out on the
street, there is a horrific crime taking place in another part of the city,
where a mother and daughter are
murdered. The police arrive just as
both women are murdered and the
door locks from the inside.
After breaking down the door,
the men enter to find only the bodies
of the victims and no killer. In fact,
they can't completely figure out how
the killer escaped the room.
After Detective Fields (Luke
Evans) is called to the crime scene,
Fields begins to analyze the scene
to find that the window, which was
thought to be nailed shut, was actually spring loaded in a manner similar to a story Poe had written.
Fields brings Poe in for questioning after one of Poe's fellow reviewers is found dead in the same
style as the prisoner in his story "Pit
and the Pendulum."
When it is determined that Poe
didn't murder the man, and there is
another murder reincarnating yet
another one of Poe's stories, Fields
asks him for help.
The stakes then become higher
for Poe at Emily Hamilton's birthday
ball, when Emily Poe's love is kidnapped by the serial killer. When

•
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*
•
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*
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•
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•
'
'.
"
;
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er," we see some of the chaos that
occurs behind the scenes.
The first incident that occurs
is while Selina is working on her
green project, trying to convert
public buildings to use cornstarch
utensils instead of plastic. However, the plan blows up in her face
on the way to her fundraiser for
this green project.
One of her staffers tweeted
about it in a derogatory way,
and this act resulted in 95 of her
"backers" to never show up to her
fundraiser.
Why?
Well, because many of her
backers and fellow senators have
some form of stake in the plastics,
they deserted Selina's fundraiser.
Selina then has to do damage
control, trying to rub elbows with
her friend and congress woman
who has major pull in the plastics
industry.
However, the plan doesn't
work, but while Selina is attempting to rectify the situation with her
friend, Amy and Carson meet Dan
for the first time.
The seriousness of Selina's
situation is broken when we
watch the interchange between
Amy and Dan especially. The two
do not like each other, and trade

Cut this recipe out and stick it in your '■
: cookbook! You never know when you're :
'.
cravingfor brownie sundae.
:

verbal jabs with each other.
This debacle is only one of
the few that the team has to deal
with. Selina goes to a dinner in the
President's place, where she gave
a speech with a "retard" joke that
offended people.
Selina also did not sign the
condolence card for a senator's
wife that recendy died. Amy
signed her own name instead of
Selina's, causing yet another uproar.
It is safe to say that the entire
team has had a difficult week in
office.

The show seems like it's a comedic take on "The West Wing." It
demonstrates what it's like for the
staff as well as the Vice President
in all lights, including the unflattering ones.
I can't wait to see what is going to happen between Amy. who
doesn't trust Dan because Selina
has just hired him to join the team
after their major problems in that
week. I found the show funny,
and I'm looking forward to the
next episode.
"Veep" airs at 10 p.m. on Sundays on HBO.

Contributed Photo

Louis-Dreyfus has a tough week at the office in HBO comedy "Veep."
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iPick, YouListen
BY MOLLY LEIDIG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

'Part of Me"
by Katy Perry

"CallMe Maybe"
by Carly Raejepsen

Before we even begin, I have to admit that I want to marry
Katy Perry. She is one of my most favorite humans to ever
roam the earth and I don't think she could write a song that
I wouldn't love. But even she outdid herself with this song.
I am sick of girls whining about some stupid butthead who
cheated on them and how they will never be the same. What
happened to your pride, ladies?! If you are a girl and going
through a breakup, grab your boxing gloves and a sexy pink
sports bra, put your headphones in, blast this song and go
to town. And if I didn't love the song enough, the video left
me speechless. Katy Perry and Marines together in a video.
I nearly passed out. Some people viewed her video as offensive, but I think it does a wonderful thing by promoting
the Marines and thanking our armed forces who fight for our
freedom each and everyday. Whoever said Katy Perry was
just a girly girl in a cupcake bra was wrong. You can "throw
your sticks and stones, throw your bombs and blows"
but you're not going to break her soul. And no, I am
not going through a boy crisis right now. I am not
bitter. Ok, maybe a litde. I LOVE YOU, KATY.

Ok, I know. Most of you hear the beginning melody of this
song and feel like puking. But honestly, this song was written
for me. Yes, I am THAT girl: the boy-crazy friend who never
stops talking about each and every hot guy she sees, the
single friend who is always ready to mingle. Thank you, Carly
Rae Jepsen, for writing a song for people like me. Why do
guys always have to ask for a girl's number? Why can't a girl
ask you to call them, maybe? Jepsen makes a bold statement
with this song. Girl power, ladies! When this song comes on,
I just cannot help but instantaneously break into song and
dance (yes, hairbrush as my microphone and all). Most of
my friends comment that the line "Before you came into my
life, I missed you so bad" makes no sense, but it does.
As I know from experience, you can definitely be in
love with someone you don't know, and so you
can definitely "miss" someone before they came
into your life. Got it, people? Good. Oh, and
to all the gentlemen out there: I am single,
so please call me, maybe? (Phone number
available upon request).

"Baby"
byjustin
Bieber

"Fade Into
Darkness"
byAvicii

As soon as I hear that litde guitar strum and the
angelic "oh," my heart melts and I break out into
an instant Bieber fever. I have played this song on
repeat ever since Bieber's new song "Boyfriend"
debuted (which just makes me feel uncomfortable ... creepy voices whispering sweet nothings
aren't really my thing, but that's beside the point). It
may have even been blasted a few times in the Fairfield athlete gym (I see you lax bros singing along). It's
the classic baby Bieber I just love. Who doesn't want
to rock their hips to this beat? The frosting on the cake
has to be Ludacris rapping about his first love who
"got him dazing cause she was so amazin.'" Plus, I just
have a secret obsession with the word "baby" and love
chanting it. Boys, take some notes from the Bieber; go
up to your baby and sing this song to her.

Portrait by Nicholas DiFazio/Ihe Mirror

Whenever this song comes on, I am instandy the happiest person in the world. If
I'm in the car, I just want to roll the windows
down and scream. If I'm running, my pace
immediately rises to about olympian medalist
level. I just can't describe the feeling it gives me;
that feeling of pure euphoria. It helps me momentarily forget about the 501 just got on my calc test and
how much all boys suck. It makes me feel unstoppable. I
also have a terrible habit of playing songs a billion times
over and over until I can't listen to a single beat without
feeling nauseous, but this has never happened with this
song. It just never gets old. If you are ever feeling sad, put
this on and you will be on top of the world... at least for
a little over three minutes. Thenbackto real life. All good
things come to an end, I guess.
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
WATCH OUT FOR FAIRFIELD ATHLETICS

What To Watch For
Wednesday- Men's Lacrosse vs Ohio State, 10 p.m.
With former Sports editor Eric Bernsen
Thursday- No games.

Q. Who is your favorite athlete and why?
A. Greg Maddux because when 1 was younger fused to pretend I could pitch like him, and
tried to model my throw after his.
Q. In a movie about your life, who would play you and who would play
your love interest?
A. I'm definitely Matt Damon .... I want to be Matt Damon. And Eva Mendez would be my
love interest, because my girlfriend looks like her.

Friday- No games.
Saturday- Baseball vs Manhattan, noon and 3 p.m.
Sunday- Softball vs Siena, 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Q. If you could be any animal what would it be and why?
A, I would be a penguin because they live in Antarctica and it's cool there. I want to live
there!

Monday- No games.
Tuesday- No games.

Q.What is the best piece of advice you have ever gotten?
A. Never fear failing.

BY THE NUMBERS

Q. When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up?
A. I wanted to be a professional baseball player. And I really wanted to be a pitcher.
Q. If there was a movie about your college experience, what would it be
called and why?
A. "Animal House...Part 2" because I live my lifestyle the same way as they do in the movie.
Q. Who was your role model growing up?
A, Michael Jordan, beccause he is amazing at basketball and he proved to the world just
how talented he was.

New Sports Blog

14

9

Men's Lacrosse- Baseball's Scott
Keeper Charlie Warwick struck
Cipriano ended
out a season
the regular sea- high nine batters
son ranked 14th in the 4-0 victory
with a .566 save over Canisius on
percentage.
Satruday.

10
Women's Tennis
won their tenth
MAAC Championship, defeating Marist 4- Ion
Sunday.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Make sure to check out our new sports blog with
online-only coverage at sports.fairfieldmirror.com,
as well as featured sports videos.

"No one really gave us a chance... we came out there
and pulled of arguably the biggest upset in intramural
history."
~John Tessitore about his intermural
softball team's victory.

Your 2011-2012 3x5 Columnists:
Eric Bernsen, Ivey Speight
and John Tessitore.

Lt
Because they like to
talk ... Sports.

As your senior year
wraps up, any favorite
memories from the
year?

It was announced that
NCAA football would
add a four-team playoff.
Thoughts on the system?

3HMHHHHH Think it could work, but

ERIC BERNSEN
FORMBR

SPORTS EDITOR

IVEY SPEIGHT
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER

JOHN TESSITORE
FORMER
ASSISTANT
SPORTS BDBTOR

From surping in Springfield to Speightinginto
darkness at Avicii, this
year was filled with so
many legendary memories huhuh sssssssssurp.

the NCAA makes so much
bank off their never-ending slate of bowl games
- not sure if they'll get off
the grind JT Mr. Crabs
style.

Tennis won the MAAC
title this weekend. What
was their key to success?

With Derrick Rose out
of the NBA playoffs, how
does it affect your team's
chances?

This is your last 3x5...anything you'd like to say as a
farewell?

I'm no tennis expert but
I'm sure the Stags had that
Rafael Nadal topsin going
in their matches. Waiting
for a surped-out midgets
tennis intramural team.

Think the Celtics are too old
to take the championship
either way. I just don't want
Miami to have an easy ride.
All about the Clippers and
Thunder this year nanana.

Shout out to all the surps
who took time out of their
day to read (even if you didn't
get half of what we said). 3X5
crew might be leaving, but
legends never die. HUHUHU.

Well, since I don't have a
team I don't think it will
affect me that much. I
just hope Kobe loses - and
badly. GoLeBron!

Live the dream. Live with no
regrets. Fairfield gives you the
chance to do anything that
you can do. Just hope the legend continues. And stay away
from freshmen.

Wow. The legendary time
at Flip side getting the
grind on. Thrown out of
the Grape. Mardi Gras.
Riding with the Marist
women's basketball team.
Too many to count.

Does that mean FairGreat players and coach.
field can get in? I call it:
Arguably
one of the biggest
Fairfield plays Iona, beats
dynaSties on cam us
them, but loses to Oakland
P **
in the BCS championship continues to grow.
game.

t's been a year for the
ages, ranging from the
surped-out basketball
banquet with Bernsen to
watching Ivey Speight into
darnkess numerous times.
I'm gonna miss mis.

This is elite. Finally the Wyoming cowboys will get their
chance. They take down
Alabama befor pawning
Arkansas-Pine Bluff in the
BCS TITLE GAME1 HUH Go
WYO!

They're a bunch of legends.
Michael Lessing, Joe Michelson, Dan Sauter, classiest bunch to the game.
Persistence and hard work,
thats all it takes to leave a
legendary mark.

My man RaKim Sanders
would light up D-Rose any
day! Hopefully he will be
playing for my New York
Knicks next year! This year
my Knicks win the next
and shock the world.

the legends who made this
possible. As my man Tlnkerbell says, "The very things that
hold you down are going to lift
you up." Love you all and keep
the legend alive. SSSSSSS.
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2011-2012: Another Successful Season for the Stags
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

20

gan the year 0-4, and went on a
thirteen-game unbeaten streak.
While the team as a whole
was incredibly impressive, certain players received accolades
at the season's end.
The defense was remarkable
for the Stags, only allowing 22
goals in 18 games. Goalkeeper
Michael O'Keeffe '13 earned his
third straight All-MAAC honor,
after having a 1.17 goals against
average on the season.
The Stags had eight players
receive All-MAAC accolades.
Making the All-MAAC first team
were O'Keeffe, Ayris, Johnny Raj,
and Jon Clements. The second
team consisted of Jack Cleverley, Daniel Shaw, and Burridge.
Finally Ayris and Hrvoje Glavan
were named to the All-MAAC
Rookie Team.
Coach Carl Rees was also
awarded the MAAC Coach of
the Year award, while O'Keeffe
earned MAAC Defensive Player
of the Year, and Ayris MAAC
Rookie of the Year.
Women's Soccer
The 2011 season ended for
the Stags with an overall record
6-6-7, and a 4-2-3 record in the
conference. The season ended
with the Stags taking fourth
place in the MAAC standing, and
unfortunately getting eliminated
in the first round of the MAAC
Tournament after falling to
Marist 1-2, 3-2 on penalty kicks.
What the season did bring
for the team was many accolades for goalkeeper Kelly Boudreau'12.
In the regular season finale
against Niagara, Boudreau became the all-time leading saves
leader, making her total 393 after
the game, surpassing previous
saves leader Anne Lyons (19972000). She also became the leader for most shutouts in program
history.
The height of her accolades came when Boudreau was
named to the ECAC All-Star First
Team, as the lone goalkeeper.
The recognition came after a
season in which she stopped 83
shots and had a .865 save percentage, which was 15th best in
the nation.
Volleyball
The Stags volleyball
team had a solid 2011-2012
campaign, going 20-10
overall and 16-2
in conference
play. Fairfield
was on

fire from the middle to the end
of the regular season, winning
15 out of their final 16 regular
season matchups.
Fairfield advanced to the
MAAC Championship game after knocking off Siena in their
semifinal game. However, the
Stags were defeated 3-1 against
Niagara in the championship
matchup.
Head Coach Alija Pittenger
was named the Anaconda Sports
Coach of the Year while Rachel
Romansky '14 (fifth all-time at
Fairfield in career assists) was
named the MAAC Setter of the
Year and Caitlin Stapleton '15
(named Rookie of the Week
twice over the course of the season) was selected as the MAAC
Rookie of the Year.
Senior Kendal Dirkin (who
lead the MAAC with a .343 attack percentage) was named
First Team All-MAAC while Brianna Dixion '13, Romansky and
Stapleton were named to the AllMAAC Second Team. Stapleton
was also named to the MAAC
All-Rookie Team.

pointment in missing out on
the Big Dance, the Stags upped
the intensity late in the year
by rattling off three wins in the
tournament before losing to
Mercer in the semi-finals.
The Stags' three wins in the
CIT were the most by any team
in school history in one postseason tournament.
Senior forward Rakim Sanders was a dominant force this
season, averaging 16.6 points
per game and 8.2 rebounds.
Sophomores Maurice Barrow
and Keith Matthews had breakout years while the depth at the
guard position proved to be instrumental, especially with the
absence of Needham.

graduates 18th all-time at Fairfield in points (1,185), sixth in
rebounds (814) and in blocks
(186), eighth in steals (187) and
second in games played (127),
a true testament to all the hard
work she has put in over the past
four years.
Swimming and Diving
The Stags showed their
strength at the MAAC Championships in February. Freshman
Ashlee Steinberger ended the
competition by being named
MAAC Women's Most Outstanding Diver, after winning the

Women's Basketball
The Fairfield worn
en's basketball team
had an impressive
campaign, finishing
24-9 overall with a
15-3 conference record.
The Stags won
11 out of 12 games
during the middle of

WINTER SEASON
Men's Basketball
The Fairfield men's basketball program had a successful
2011-2012 season as they finished 22-15 with a 11-6 MAAC
conference record.
With everything shaping
into form, Fairfield was hit with
a huge loss as junior guard Derek Needham injured his foot in
a game vs. Iona and was inactive
for the rest of the year.
Fairfield started the MAAC
tournament by beating Rider 6563 and moving on to the highly
anticipated Iona match-up. In
arguably the most exciting contest of the year, Fairfield beat the
Gaels 65-63, a'team that eventually earned an NCAA Tournament appearance.
However, the Stags fell just
short of their ultimate goal and
lost to Rider 48-44 in the MAAC
Championship game in what
was a hard-fought battle.
But the season was not over
for Fairfield as they accepted an
invitation to play in the postseason Collegelnsider.com tournament.
Despite
the initial
disap-

their
MAAC
schedule and
gelled nicely over
the course of the season.
Fairfield entered the MAAC
Tournament as the number two
seed and knocked off Iona as
well as Siena to advance to the
championship game. Unfortunately, Fairfield did not have
enough to beat the powerhouse
Marist program and fell 61-35 in
what was a lopsided loss.
However, Fairfield's regular season success earned them
a WNIT appearance, only the
second in program history and
the first in more than a decade.
The Stags fell to Drexel 57-41 in
their first-round matchup, -but
not without some positive results. Junior guard Katelyn Linney scored her 1000th career
point in the contest, becoming
the 26th Stag in program history
to do so, as well as the third this
season.
It was only fitting that Desiree Pina '12 led Fairfield in
scoring in her final game as a
Stag. A two-time All-MAAC Second Team selection, Pina averaged 11.0 points per game this
season while dishing out a career-best 113 assists. Pina never
missed a single game in her career and started 127 of the 128
games she played, the most in
Fairfield history.
Senior forward Taryn Johnson also had a amazing final
season as a Stag. A two-time
All-MAAC First Selection, Johnson led the league in field goal
percentage (.545) and blocks
(1.8/g), while scoring in
double figures in 25 of her
33 games played this year. She

three-meter and placing fourth
in the one-meter.
Senior Michelle Yoshida
ended her impressive career
with the program-winning a
gold and two silvers. She will
leave the team with nine individual MAAC titles, three silver
medals, one bronze relay medal,
11 individual program records
and 10 relay records.
Freshman Tyler Conley also
had an impressive rookie season with the Stags. In his very
first race, he set two program
records; one in the 50m freestyle
and 100m freestyle. He went on
to have a very successful season
with the Stags, proving that he
will be essential in his next three
seasons.
Both the men and women
finished the MAAC Tournament
in sixth place, but on the individual level, both teams impressed
gready.

SPRING SEASON
Baseball
With six games left in the
regular season for the Stags,
two being against league leader
Manhattan, the Stags know that
the last few games will be crucial
if they want any hope of catching
the Jaspers.
The Stags are currently in
third place in the MAAC with an
8-7 record, while the Jaspers are
in the lead with a 10-5 record.
Sophomore Ryan Plourde
was named MAAC Player of the
Week, during the week of March
6th. Since then, he has continued
to impress for the Stags, with 23
runs and 50 hits.

Unfortunately
for
the Stags, his efforts were not
enough to help the team in their
midweek game against CCSU.
On Tuesday night, the Stags
fell 7-2 to the Blue Devils.
The Stags will next play
Manhattan in a critical MAAC
doubleheader on May 5th and
6th.
Golf
Both the women and the
men impressed at the MAAC
Championships, with the men
finishing third and the women
finishing second.
For the men, all five players
shot under 80, but Ricky Dowling '15 finished with the lowest
mark in the tournament, with
a -2, (70), which put him in a
fourth place tie.
Dowling had also captured
the only individual tournament
championship when he was the
victor at the Mount St. Mary's
Spring Invitational on April 17th.
In the event, he shot a 71, rallying from a five-point deficit to
take the title.
The women ended their
MAAC Tournament with a team
score of 993, which was enough
to put them as runners-up behind Siena.
Junior Elly Lemons had the
lowest overall score for the Stags,
as she ended the tournament
with a fifth place finish. Freshman Emma Ritzmann had the
best single round for the Stags
Sunday, with a +5 and a tie for
eleventh place.
Men's Lacrosse
Although their season is far
from over, the Fairfield men's
lacrosse team has performed
extremely well throughout this
regular season. The team currently has a 11-3 overall record
with a 4-2 posting in ECAC play.
The squad started the campaign rattling off seven straight
wins, including three games that
went into overtime. After losing
a tough contest at home to Loyola, 6-8, the Stags responded with
two huge wins against Air Force
and Denver. Fairfield ended
off its regular season with a 8-3
loss against Ohio State, a team
they will face again in the ECAC
semifinals on Wednesday.
Fairfield has a number of
players who were placed on AllECAC teams. Senior net-minder
Charlie Cipriano was named the
league's goalkeeper of the year
for the second consecutive time.
Cipriano ranks 9th nationally
with 11.36 stops per game and
has stopped 159 shots this season, which is ninth best in Stags
single season history.
Senior Brent Adams and
Sam Snow '13 joined Cipriano
on the All-ECAC first team. Adams is the first player in program
history to be honored by the
ECAC coaches in each year of his
career and is the first three-time
All-ECAC First Team selection.
The midfielder is second on
the team with 35 total points thus
far on the spring and ranks second with 11 assists. Snow earns
his first All-ECAC First Team selection after being named to the
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league's second team in each of
the past two seasons.
The junior has broken out
as the squad's leading scorer,
entering postseason play with 38
total points. Snow's 31 goals are
top on the team and ranks him
25th in the nation at 2.21 goals
per game.
The Stags are the third-seed
at this week's ECAC Lacrosse
League Championship in Denver, Colorado.
Women's Lacrosse
The Stags women's lacrosse
team finished their season with
a 13-4 overall record and a perfect 6-0 posting in MAAC play.
After having an up-and-down
early season start, Fairfield won
seven straight games to cap off
their regular season campaign.
The Stags were able to defeat
Siena 10-4 in their MAAC semifinal contest, but fell to Canisius
15-11 in the MAAC Championship game.
Fairfield was honored with a
number of awards despite their
loss in the championship game.
Freshman Courtney Chmil was
named the MAAC Rookie of the
Year, becoming the sixth Stag
in program history to earn the
award. Chmil won the MAAC
Rookie of the Week award five
times over the course of the
regular season and led the Stags
in ground balls (36) as well as
cause turnovers (19).
The Stags had three players;
Chmil, Katie Keenan '13, and
Melanie Raso '14 named to the

All-MAAC First Team. Keenan,
a six-time MAAC Defensive
Player of the Week this season,
posted a conference-best 8.21
GAA and .511 save percentage
during the regular season, numbers that rank eighth nationally
in the NCAA entering the week.
Raso is the Stags' leading scorer
this spring, compiling 42 points,
which was good for sixth in the
conference. She touched net 29
times during the regular season,
ranking her second on the team.
Fourth-year head coach
Mike Waldvogel was named the
league's Coach of the Year for
the second consecutive year and
for the third time as the Stags
mentor.
Rowing
The Fairfield University
rowing teams competed at the
annual Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference (MAAC) championships at Mercer Lake. The
women's team took fourth place
in the team competition, while
the men's team secured a thirdplace finish.
The women's varsity four
paced the team by winning its
event with a time of 8:12.1, while
the novice four also took first
place in a non-scoring event.
The women's novice eight left
with a second-place finish,
crossing the finish line in 7:40.1,
while the men's novice 8 also
took home the silver medal with
a time of 7:14.0.

Softball
The season is not yet over
for Softball, which is currendy in
third place in the MAAC, with an
8-4 record.
With only four games left in
the regular season, every game
is important. The Stags showed
that they understood this when
during a double-header at home
on Sunday where they swept
Rider 1-0 and 7-2 respectively.
In the first of the two games,
Stags scored the game's only run
in the bottom of the first. In the
second game, Rider scored the
first two runs in the top of the
third to create a lead of 2-0. The
Broncs did not hold onto the
lead with a hit from Ali Wingland
'12, allowing Sammy Ruffolo '15
and Lauren Liseth '14 to score.
With the score tied 2-2, the
Stags scored five runs at the
bottom of the sixth,
^-—^
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as Joe Michalisin '12 and Erik
Kremheller '13 won their matches 8-3 and 8-6 respectively.
The team of Sauter and
Zlobinsky was named First Team
No. 1 doubles. The pair have a record of 15-5 and are currently on
an eight-game winning streak.
Also this season, Ian Tresmond '14 was named to the AllMAAC First Team at No. 2 singles.
Tesmond was 3-1 in conference
play and was 22-8 overall for the
season.
Back in the MAAC Tournament Final, the tension was high
with the two teams tied three to
three.
Sauter posted
a 6-1 victory over
Lorenzo Rossi,
winning the
championship for the

allowing the Stags to
win 7-2
The Stags next travel to Riverdale, NY. on May 5th.

Men's Tennis
Coming in as the number
two seed, Men's tennis defeated Marist College 4-3 in
the MAAC Championship.
The doubles teams of.Dan
Sauter '12 and Dennis
Zlobinsky '14, as well

Stags. This was the fifth consecutive year that the Stags had to
face the Red Foxes in the MAAC
Championship, and the win
was the first MAAC Championship title since 1997-98 for the
Stags and the first time defeating
Marist College since 2009.
Women's Tennis
Women's tennis also won
the MAAC Championship with
a win of 4-1 against Marist College. The double team of Sharissa Ryan '14 and Allison Radde
'15 defeated the Red Foxes with
a score of 8-0.
This season, Ryan was
named the Most Outstanding
Performer of the MAAC Championship.
When the Stags entered the
singles, the team was down 1-0
however, they dominated out on
the courts with MAAC Player of
the Year Monica Yajima '14, defeating the competition.
Yajima had an incredibly
impressive year with the Stags.
She finished the regular season
with a perfect 6-0 record in conference an 18-8 overall record.
This win was the third
MAAC Championship title within the past four years.
Contributed Photos
(Pg 18) Left to right: Jordan
Ayris and Jack Burridge embrace for men's soccer. Desiree
Pina in a game for women's
basketball, (pg 19) Kara Rees
for women's volleyball.

"Midgets" Stun "Ascension"
BY THOMAS SHEA
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

"To say the least, it was a miracle."
After completing what could be
called the greatest upset in the history
of sports, the Surped Out Midgets find
themselves one away from competing for
the Men's Intramural Softball Championship.
Led by JohnTessitore '12, the Midgets defeated the top seeded team, Ascension, 14-8 on Saturday to earn themselves
a spot in the semifinals in the unlikeliest
of ways.
The Surped Out Midgets, made up
of guys from the campus radio station,
WVOF, were the last overall seed in the
playoffs.They had not won a game all
season, and the only reason why they
were in the quarterfinals to begin with
was due to a win by forfeit in the previous round. When their opponent for
that round didn't show for the game, the
Midgets knew what they had to do.
"No one really gave us a chance ...
we came out there and pulled of arguably
the biggest upset in intramural history,"
saidTessitore, who led the team to the
victory with the bat and with his pitching.
" The team played together. We fell
down 5-1 early, but we fielded well. We
usually make about 8 errors a game. Last
game we only made two errors by my
count," said Tessitore.
Ascension, consisting of a handful
of guys from Fairfield University's club
baseball team as well as some other
talented athletes, hit the ball hard all day
long.
However, the ball never found a hole,

or was always hit very sharply to one of
the Midgets' outfielders, who played very
solid defense all game.
"All the respect in the world for
Ascension, a lot of good friends on that
team," said Tessitore, "but we just came
out there on the right day, and now we're
trying to win a championship."
Most of the damage came in the
third inning, as the Midgets, who were
down 5-1 at the time, capitalized on some
errors and sprayed the ball around the
infield and outfield en route to scoring
eight runs in the inning. They added five
more runs in the next two innings, building up a daunting lead that Ascension
was unable to overcome.
Tessitore, who pitched the complete
game and was one of the most productive
hitters on the team, attributed the win to
the team "playing with confidence."
"[We] had a great time, and had no
fear," said Tessitore. "We were the last
seed in the tournament, and now we
have a chance to bring home a t-shirt."
In order to win the championship, Tessitore believes that teammate and fellow
senior Ivey Speight has to play better.
"He's been hitting poorly this year,
to be completely blunt,"saidTessitore.
"The little guy has to do better at the
dish. He's one of the best fielders in
history, but Ivey Speight has to be the
secret weapon."
The Surped Out Midgets will
continue their hunt for the championship this Wednesday at 8 p.m. at Alumni
Field.
"I encourage all who have ever listened to a broadcast please come out to
support us," said Tessitore. "This could be
our only chance ever at athletic glory."

BEACH HOUSE FOR RENT
2012-2013 Academic Year

BEST LOCATION!
THE ORIGINAL "RED BARN"
709 FAIRFIELD BEACH ROAD
Ideally

located

in

Lund

Court,

a

beachfront

compound next to Lantern Point and across from the
Beachside Deli, That's the Spirit and the Sea Grape.
4 Bedrooms (1 Extra Large)

2 Full Bathrooms

Washer/Dryer

Glassed-in Porch
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A Year of Success

BY JEN CALHOUN
SPORTS EDITOR

the Stags, here's a round-up of
everything that happened this
season in Stags sports.

BY ERIC BERNSEN
FORMER SPORTS EDITOR
BY JEANNINE NOCERA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Athletics has always been
something Fairfield University
has been able to be proud of. In
the 2011-12 season, the Stags
did not disappoint.
As it stands right now, Fairfield is ending the year with four
conference
championships,
an impressive feat by any standards.
The season was full of victories, heartaches and the occasional "on the edge of your seat"
feeling.
In case you missed anything
in this memorable campaign for

FALL SEASON
Cross Country
Cross Country had a successful fall season, with the
men placing fourth at the MAAC
Championships and the women
placing sixth.
The men won two invitationals on the season, the Fr. Victor F. Leeber Invitational (which
the women also won) and the Fr.
Laurence O'Nell Invitational.
The successes of the season
can be owed back to spectacular
individual performances, especially from the freshman class.
On the men's side, Connor
Kelley '15 had an impressive
year, being the individual champion of the Leeber Invitational,
placing third in the O'Nell Invi-

tational and 25th at NCAA Regionals
On the women's side, Maureen Crimmins '15 also had
several important finishes. She
placed sixth in the Leeber Invitational, second in the O'Nell
invitational, and her finish in
the NCAA regionals helped the
Stags improve five spots to be
tied for 27th place.
While every race needed
the help of the whole team, the
freshman class stood apart with
their surprise finishes. One thing
is certain: With these freshman
working their way through the
ranks, the teams can only move
forward.
Field Hockey
Fairfield's field hockey team
finished 9-8 this past season
with a 1-4 posting in conference
play. The Stags had a five-game
winning streak going in the middle of the season, but struggled

against some elite competition
later in the year, facing the likes
of Boston University and the
University of Maine.
Senior forward Marit Westenberg received America East
First Team Honors for her eight
goals and four assists over her
senior year, totaling 20 points.
In her final campaign, Marit had
three game winning goals, one
of which came in the team's 2-1
victory over conference opponent Vermont.
The Stag was also recognized for her accomplishments
on the field this season with a
spot on the NFHCA Division 1
Senior Team. This is the second
time in four years that Westenberg has received first-team
honors, as she earned a spot on
the team after her rookie season
debut.
Fairfield freshman Feliciras
Heinen also had a successful
season, earning a spot on both

the All-Conference Second team
and unanimously being voted
onto the All-Rookie Team. She
finished second on the team
with 16 points and was named
as Rookie of the Week twice over
the course of the season.
Men's Soccer
The men's soccer team had
arguably the most successful
season for the Stags. With a 125-1 record overall and an 8-0-1
record in conference, the team
went on to win the MAAC regular season title as well as MAAC
tournament.
The Stags went on to play in
the first round of the NCAA tournament, where they fell 3-2 to
Brown in a heartbreaker, where
the Bears scored their three
goals in the final 10 minutes.
The year was even more impressive for the Stags, as they beSuCCESS| PACE 18

